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Background. The success of horror films, the attention to violent crimes and the
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prevalence of violence in the news show that morbid curiosity is a common
psychological trait. However, research on morbid curiosity is largely absent in the
psychological research literature. one of the reasons being the lack of a suitable Scale
for Iranian society. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to investigate the

reliability and validity of the Persian version of the Morbid Curiosity Scale.
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Methods. The research design was descriptive factor analysis and the statistical
population of the study was all students of Zanjan University in the academic year
1401-1400, from which 500 people were selected by cluster sampling. For the study,
Morbid Curiosity Scale was used.

Results. The results showed that Cronbach's alpha for the subscales of the Minds of

Dangerous People is 0.79, Body Violation is 0.81, Supernatural Danger is 0.79, and
Interpersonal Violence is 0.80 and the total scale is 0.85. The results of Confirmatory
Factor Analysis also confirmed the significant relationship between explicit variables
and latent structures and showed that the four-factor structure has a good fit in the

samples.

Conclusion. The morbid curiosity scale among students has good reliability and
validity and the use of this scale in future research is reliable.

Practical Implications. The findings of this research can be used in psychotherapy,
psychological research, media psychology, and advertising psychology.

How to cite this article: Ghaemi A, Vaghef L, Shalchi B. Validity and reliability of persian version of morbid curiosity
scale in students. Med J Tabriz Uni Med Sciences. 2024;45(6):485-494. doi: 10.34172/mj.2024.001. Persian.

Extended Abstract

Background

Research has shown that humans tend to pay
more attention to certain features of the world such
as faces, events and phenomena that are potentially
dangerous. Probably the function of feeling disgust
is to avoid exposure to dangerous phenomena, for
this purpose it is necessary to pay attention to these
cases earlier and more so that people are less
exposed to danger. Along these lines, morbid

curiosity is usually defined as curiosity about
unpleasant and disgusting phenomena such as
death, violence, and danger. Zuckerman and Little
developed the Curiosity About Morbid Events
(CAME) scale, which consists of items indicating
interest or enjoyment in watching violence and
death. Although more than 35 years have passed
since the publication of the scale of curiosity about
pathological events, this scale has not been widely
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used in psychological research. The non-acceptance
of the said scale may be partially due to the scale
itself. The CAME scale is unidimensional and has
not been widely validated. In this regard, Scivner
has published the morbid curiosity scale. In this
research, the psychometric properties of this scale
have been investigated.

Methods

The present research method was descriptive and
factor analysis type. Its statistical population
included all students of Zanjan University in the
academic year 1400-1401. In structural equations,
the sample size can be determined between 5 and 15
observations per variable. In order to increase the
validity of the findings and increase the
generalizability of the results, the sample size of the
present study was considered to be 500 people, but
some scales were discarded due to being distorted
and incomplete, and finally 479 scale were
analyzed. The sampling of the current research was
done using a random cluster type, so that first, some
classrooms and then some classes were randomly
selected from among the university's faculties, and
the students were tested after obtaining informed
consent. The method of conducting the research was
such that explanations were given about the purpose
of the research and the anonymity of the
participants, and the participants were also told that
they have the right to withdraw from the research at
any time.

Results

The value of Cronbach's alpha for each of the
subscales and the whole scale is acceptable and
favorable, which indicates the internal correlation
between the items and their homogeneity. Before
conducting the factor analysis, the related statistical
assumptions were made. Skewness and kurtosis
were used to check the normality of the data. The
results showed that the data had a normal
distribution. Mahanobis test was used to check
outlier data, and the results of this test indicate the
absence of outlier data in the data. The maximum
likelihood method was used to estimate the model

and fit indices were used to check the fit of the
model. The results showed that the model has a
good fit.

Conclusion

In this research, in addition to introducing the
morbid curiosity scale, its validity and reliability
were investigated. Using the morbid curiosity scale
in psychological research will lead to a better
understanding of morbid curiosity and the factors
affecting it. The ability to measure individual
differences in morbid curiosity may allow
researchers to better understand which individuals
may engage in certain types of morbid hobbies. The
lifestyle effects of morbid curiosity and the extent to
which morbid curiosity changes over time will be of
interest in future studies. Understanding individual
differences in pathological curiosity can be useful in
different fields, including tourism (e.g., dark
tourism), media preferences (e.g., news and movie
preferences), clinical psychology, criminology and
others. The results of the internal consistency and
confirmatory factor analysis of the morbid curiosity
scale in the statistical sample of the present study
showed that four subscales were proposed (the mind
of dangerous people, physical aggression,
paranormal danger, and interpersonal violence) was
proposed and confirmed in the present study. Also,
Scivner reported favorable psychometric properties
for this questionnaire, and the results of this study
also have favorable fit indices in line with them.
Also, the results of Cronbach's alpha for the
reliability of this scale showed that the overall
reliability of the scale and its four components, i.e.,
interpersonal violence, assault on the body, the
mind of dangerous people, paranormal danger, is
favorable, which is in line with Scivner's research.
In general, from the findings of this research, it can
be concluded that the morbid curiosity scale, taking
into account the findings related to validity and
reliability, the time required to complete the
questionnaire, and the ease of scoring and
interpretation, is a suitable scale for measuring
morbid curiosity in students.
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